Ten Common Mistakes of Claimant Attorneys

By Luanne Clarke

1. Not trying to resolve disputes with adjuster before filing a WC 14

2. Not responding to settlement offers in a timely fashion

3. Getting an EE on SSDI before attempting to settle the case without an MSA

4. Submitting a very unreasonable demand creating unrealistic expectations of EE

5. Not meeting with the client until the actual mediation

6. Filing Board forms with the incorrect dates of injury

7. Not reading the file material sent from the Defense prior to demand

8. Not preparing for the hearing until the last minute and then taking it off of the calendar after the defense has charged client for full preparation

9. Not getting all of the facts from the EE before filing a hearing request

10. Not answering discovery in a timely fashion and expecting defense to obtain the information at the deposition

